"BE YE MEN OF VALOUR"
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MAY 19, 1940

May 14.    The Dutch Commander-in-chief orders the Dutch Army to

ceasefire.  In Belgium the battle of the Meuse begins.   The

Secretary oj State for War, Mr. Anthony Eden, announces

the formation of the Home Guard.
May 15,    Queen Wilhelmina broadcasts a message that, though the

Dutch Army has been beaten in the field, Holland will

continue the struggle.
The Germans cross the Meuse between Mezierts and

Namur.   Their attack turns  west,  driving behind the

French defences.

May 17.    The Germans enter Brussels.
May 19,    General Weygand succeeds General Gamelin as French

Commander-in-chief,   The Germans take St. Quentin.

[May 19, 1940.
1 SPEAK to you for the first time as Prime Minister in a solemn
hour for the life of our country, of our Empire, of our Allies,
and, above all, of the cause of Freedom. A tremendous battle is
raging in France and Flanders. The Germans, by a remarkable
combination of air bombing and heavily armoured tanks, have
broken through the French defences north of the Maginot Line,
and strong columns of their armoured vehicles are ravaging the
open country, which for the first day or two was without defenders.
They have penetrated deeply and spread alarm and confusion in
their track. Behind them there are now appearing infantry in
lorries, and behind them, again, the large masses are moving
forward. The re-groupment of the French armies to make head
against, and also to strike at, this intruding wedge has been pro-
ceeding for several days, largely assisted by the magnificent efforts
of the Royal Air Force.
We must not allow ourselves to be intimidated by the presence
of these armoured vehicles in unexpected places behind our lines.
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